
12. S106 Working Group Finance and HR Committee 16th February 2021 Agenda item: 12

Background: The group brought together represents a wide variety of organisations within the
community who were aware and endorsed the importance of Public Art projects bringing the community
together.  The group agreed that any project going forward for the S106 monies should seek to achieve
that and involve young people as they are the future. Attached S106 Meeting Report

Committee is asked to CONSIDER the report and make recommendations to Full Council on:

12.1 The SSTC application for £40,000 of the S.106 Art monies (c£70,000), held by MKC (from the
Elizabeth House Development) to be used to appoint an artist (following a tender process) who will
devise a scheme for variety of projects e.g. linking the 5-7 Church Street Public building with the
community (revised specification attached)

12.2 Appointing MKC Arts Officer to manage the project (an additional 15% on top of the Project costs)
c£6,000 from the S.106 Art monies

12.3 Providing support to Fullers Slade Residents Association for their application to MKC for a feasibility
study into a large public art project in a yet to be identified location on Fullers Slade (Project
outlined attached)

12.4 Use of SSTC Funds c£3,000, in principle (utilising the Civic Initiatives budget) towards the Mary
Magdalene Tower Restoration project (not deemed to be eligible for S.106 monies by the MKC Arts
Officer).  Note: TC has contacted Mr Cobley to seek further information.

Lynne Compton, PSLCC CertHE
12th February 2021



S106 Working Group
Reports to: SSTC Finance and HR Committee

Report from 2nd meeting held via Teams 6pm on Tuesday 9th Feb 2021.
Initial Focus: Elizabeth House S106 Art monies (held by Milton Keynes Council)

MKC details as at October 2020: Planning Reference 15/00670/FUL St Giles Residential Home (now
Elizabeth House), St Giles Mews, Stony Stratford MK11 1HT

Account
Balance

Works Expiry Spent Total
Remaining

Notes

£2,382.17 Burial Grounds
Contribution

12/07/2028

£44,467.26 Carbon Neutrality
Contribution

12/07/2028 £33,950 £10,517.26 SSTC Application in
progress for 5-7

Church St Insulation
& lighting

£957.93 Community Facilities
Contribution

12/07/2028

£1,310.20 Emergency Services
Contribution

12/07/2028

£40,794.74 Health Facilities
Contribution

12/07/2028

£8,694.94 Library Contribution 12/07/2028
£70,855.35 Public

Art Contribution
12/07/2028

Present: Cllr Roy Adams, Cllr Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, Cllr Simon Cherrill, Cllr Rob Gifford, Louise Izod, MKC
Art Officer, Kate Holland, Head SMSG, Kate Shaw, Russell St School Parents’ Association, Ken
Daniels, York House Centre, David Tavener, Galley Hill Residents’ Association, Ray Cobley, Stony
Stratford Business Association and Lynne Compton, Clerk to the Council

1. Apologies Were received from Cllr Cliff Brett
2. Terms of Reference: The Group AGREED the Terms of Reference for recommendation to

Council. Action: TC to bring forward to March Full Council
3. Art Project ideas and design briefs (circulated with agenda)

3.1 Fullers Slade Public Art Installation: An outline of the Fullers Slade Public Art
installation idea was given by Mr B Wilde: Following discussion and questions, the
Group were all very enthusiastic about this project and it was recommended that a
feasibility study should be undertaken initially due to the complexities of the project
and potential cost.

3.2 SSTC Brief for public art schemes linking the 5-7 Church Street Public Building housing
the Library with the community.  An outline of the brief was given by Cllr Rob Gifford.
The group agreed that any project should involve the children and perhaps link the 3
schools as well.



4. S106 Applications: The Group NOTED the following from Louise Izod:

1. that the organisations were able to submit their own applications.
2. MKC would make the decision on whether the project met the eligibility criteria and,
3. if the total applications exceeded the allocation of funding to each project, would

decide on the allocation of funding.
4. If any artist was involved in the specification and then decided to apply for any

tender, this would be a conflict of interest.
5. that a key point for projects was that an artist had to be employed (following a

tender process).

5. Project Management: The Group NOTED the following from Louise Izod:
1. for MKC to manage each project, there would be a fee of 15% of the total project

cost e.g. on a £40,000 project, this would be an additional £6,000.
2. This was for each organisation to agree prior to making their applications.

Louise Izod (MKC Public Art Officer) offered to assist Mr Wilde with the format for the
Fullers Slade application.

6. Mary Magdalene Tower: Mr Cobley (Stony Stratford Business Association) outlined the plans
for the project and that Historic England have indicated that they would fund a proportion.
There was likely to be a shortfall of c£3,000. Based on the information given, Louise Izod did
not believe the project would meet the criteria for the S106 Art monies. Action: LI and TC to
have individual conversations with Mr Cobley and ascertain more detail.

Meeting Closed: 19:16

Lynne Compton, PSLCC, Cert HE
Clerk to the Council

12th February 2021



The Library @ 5-7 Church Street Public Art Project – Commission
Brief

Project Summary

Stony Stratford Town Council (SSTC) and Milton Keynes Council (MKC) are looking to
appoint an artist/creative practice to develop a public art project celebrating literature and history
connected with the refurbishment of the library provided by MKC Library Service based in 5-7
Church Street, Stony Stratford, a building owned and maintained by SSTC.

Background

5-7 Church Street has been the site of a public library in Stony Stratford since 1976. Initially
designed and built by Buckinghamshire County Council, the building transferred to MKC when
it became a unitary authority in 1996. In 2013, ownership and management of the building
became the responsibility of SSTC with MKC continuing to provide library facilities within the
building.

The building and the library within it are a key part of the educational, cultural and creative
activities in the town. As well as the issuing of books, the building is also used by a variety of
local groups for library or literature-related activities, including Friends of Stony Stratford
Library, StonyWords, the Stony Stratford Theatre Society, Age UK and the Knit and Natter
Group. Its children’s library, based on the ground floor, is especially popular and runs regular
Story Times for younger readers.

Given its age, SSTC has consulted over alterations to the building to make it more
environmentally friendly, more accessible to a wider range of users and more suitable for a
modern library service. In partnership with MKC, SSTC has now let a contract to ensure
improvements to the building which are likely to be completed in September 2021. As part of
these improvements, the councils wish to include a public art project that will attract users and
non-users to the building and reflect the past, present and future aspects of Stony Stratford.

Introduction to Stony Stratford

The town of Stony Stratford includes both the old market town built on the Roman road known
as Watling Street and the newer residential areas of Galley Hill and Fullers Slade, development
undertaken by Milton Keynes Development Corporation in the 1970s as part of the expansion of
the new city. Both the library and Town Council serve all this area and it is important that this is
reflected in the project’s outputs.

Stony Stratford is thought to be the origin of the phrase “Cock and Bull story” as two pubs of
these names are adjacent to each other in the High Street. In addition, until the 17th century there
was an Eleanor Cross (similar to that in Northampton) at the northern end of the High Street. It is
thought that Richard, Duke of Gloucester, stayed in Stony Stratford on his way to collect Edward
V from Northampton – a stay that is referred to in Shakespeare’s play Richard III.

More recently, scenes from the film Withnail and I were shot in the Market Square. There are
also a number of pieces of public art visible within the town including murals on Horsefair
Green and New Street and sculpture on land adjacent to York House, the site of a former
boatyard. The town is proud of its artistic and cultural heritage.



The town is well known for its mix of retail and hospitality provision within the main
commercial area. It also runs annual music and literary festivals. There is significant sporting
involvement, including cricket, football, tennis, and croquet in the sports fields owned by the
Ancell Trust. Further information on the town can be found via the Town Council’s website:
www.stonystratford.gov.uk

The Project

As a result of residential development within the town, the partners have a sum of money
received via s106 (planning gain) to spend on public art. Given the history of the town, the
presence of a library within it since the 1870s (the current library is the third) and the town’s
importance as a centre for the Western Expansion Area of Milton Keynes, the partners wish to
commission work that will act as a focus for the town, its residents, those from the surrounding
parts of the borough and its visitors.

The partners also believe that it is important that the artistic outputs of the project are based on
the desires and aspirations of the community. They expect to see community involvement within
the design and creation of the final pieces. Given the importance to the community of the
children’s library within the building, the partners would expect to see involvement of the pupils
from the two local schools, Russell Street and St Mary and St Giles Schools, covering the age
range of 5 to 11 years.

Neither SSTC nor MKC is committed to specific artistic media or content. However, the final
work(s) will need to be robust given their presence in a public building that is used at least five
days per week. Some thought will also need to be given to the long-term maintenance of
whatever is proposed.

In terms of priority, the partners believe that art works reflecting both the use of the building (as
a place encouraging reading and creativity) and the historic legacy of Stony Stratford before
Milton Keynes and as a key part of the new city will be essential creative outputs. Possible
outputs could include wall friezes in both the children’s and adult library areas, a timeline
outlining Stony’s history on the staircase within the refurbished building or mosaics within the
building. Given the centrality of the building to the community and its accessibility to all
residents, a trail through all the residential areas of the parish (Stony Stratford itself, Galley Hill
and Fullers Slade) leading to the new library might be a further option.

The walkway below leading to Liverpool Central Library provides one possible example.

http://www.stonystratford.gov.uk/


Budget

The project has a budget of £40,000 inclusive of all artist fees, travel and legacy output. Payment
will be made against agreed outcomes by SSTC but the project will be managed by Louise Izod,
MKC Public Art Officer and overseen by an advisory group comprising SSTC and MKC.



Fullers Slade – Spider Park
Community Arts Project

Introduction

Fullers Slade Residents Association was formed in October 2015 and set one of its priorities on the re-creation of Spider Park as
the focus of the Community following years of neglect to play areas, delapidated and dangerous equipment, and a young gang of
youths terrorising other children and adults from using the park.

Fullers Slade Residents Association prepared a Master-Plan for the re-creation of Spider Park comprising short-term, medium-
term and long-term projects to facilitate the park for use by all age groups, abilities and nationality and included projects for|:

 Health and Fitness
 New play and adventure equipment
 New seating and tables
 Soft landscaped areas
 Use of the Park for major community ‘summer events’

Five years on there has been a dramatic turn-round in the use of Spider Park. An increase in foot-fall of all age groups and the use
of the Park as a Community focus. FSRA have raised in excess of £70,000.00 in grants over the past five year to fund the provision
on most of the short-term and medium projects identified within its Master-Plan. Considerable help and assistance have been
provided by Stony Stratford Town Council (SSTC) and Milton Keynes Council.(Parks and Recreation)
It is now time to consider medium and long term projects.

Community Art

Fullers Slade estate was the first of seven estate across Milton Keynes to be considered for ‘Regeneration’. It has suffered
significantly from lack of investment in houses and estate amenities, and also suffers very high deprivation. In 2016 MKC heralded
a Regeneration Development Programme with Fullers Slade as the first estate to benefit from this program. Six years on and little
has happened on the estate that has direct benefit to the Community, other than what FSRA have carried out in Spider Park. A
collaborative community Art project is viewed by FSRA as an opportunity to involve the residents in the estate in the provision of
an art asset that would be of benefit to every resident on the estate, and furthermore to the Ward of Stony Stratford to which
Fullers Slade forms an integral part. A general apathy pervades the estate…a Community Art project could be used to instil
optimism and encourage community participation.

A Community Art ‘piece’ was included in the FSRA Masterplan for Spider Park as a medium to long-term project, always subject
to access to funding and grants. Now appears to offer this opportunity by access to Section 106 funds for an approved art piece –
this draft addresses this possibility.

As a Community Art project, the design and implementation should include input from residents of Fullers Slade, albeit that a
commissioned Community Artist will probably act in an executive role collaborating with residents possibly through an art group
formed and operating through the Residents Association and the Stony Stratford Town Council and MKC Parks and Recreation and
MKC Arts.

Art Piece

The final form and nature of the commissioned ‘art piece’ will need to meet certain requirements…not least conditions set to
meet S106 funding, buildability, and of course budget. Ideas have been generated in the residents association and have certain
set conditions:

Fullers Slade Residents Association



 Suitable for all age groups, cultures
 Be a visitor attraction to Fullers Slade
 Be unique locally and Nationally rather than an adapted or plagerised existing art-piece
 Can be sat on, climbed upon, robust to exist in a large mixed tenure estate
 Is of the 21st century. Milton Keynes has a large asset in Community Art, many dating back to the 1970’s and 1980’s….an

art piece in Fullers Slade should reflect the major 21st century changes that Milton Keynes is embarking upon. Interaction,
high technology, day and night-time operation.

Budget and Costs

How long is a piece of string? Two methods of tackling Budget and Costs

1. Commission a Design, build and install an Art-piece to meet a pre-determined financial budget. Possibly the quickest
way of producing an art-piece but always going to err to a minimal solution.

2. Design an inspiring art-piece that meets everyone’s aspiration’s for Fullers Slade and Milton Keynes and secure funding
for such a solution. This method will almost certainly extend deliverability, could be prone to ‘bureaucracy’ (an absolute
killer to any community art project). Shaping this solution utilising a Commissioned Conceptual  Artist and Project
Management team could be the way forward.

Aspiration

Fullers Slade will possibly only have one chance at securing this Community Art project funding and approval. Following normal
channels of procurement would usually necessitate business plans and the plethora of business management tools. Absolutely
right and necessary…however we would like to preface these processes with:
“..Manager facilitate journeys, they do not identify destinations. They are concerned with process not with vision..”
A must-have as part of any Community Arts project, but secondary to a ‘vision’. We have included an Appendix outlining a

‘Vision’ for Fullers Slade.

Discussion

Whilst Fullers Slade Residents Association realise that this short document cannot be considered a definitive proposal, we hope
that it will attract sufficient interest to warrant discussion by the appropriate organisations, personnel, stakeholders such that a
Community Art project for a specific aspirational art-piece can be considered and developed for installation within Spider Park of
Fullers Slade estate.

Fullers Slade Residents Association have viewed many Community Art projects in Milton Keynes and other location. As fine as
these art pieces are, they tend to be the ‘vision’ of an artist who has no knowledge or history of Fullers Slade as a Community. We
believe that there exists within Fullers Slade the visionary skills to contribute to a unique Community Art piece, which if harnessed
by an Executive team could deliver an art piece that is a forerunner to the next 50 years of the development of Milton Keynes.



APPENDIX

Fullers Slade – A Vision for Spider Park
Community Arts Project

Natural phenomenon

Moire Interference Patterns

Moire interference patterns are created when two grids, gratings, mesh surfaces are viewed superimposed. If the two
superimposed surfaces are moving then the Moire interference also appears dynamic and will change in appearance depending
on the rate of change of movement and angle of displacement of the superimposed surfaces. But, of course, the superimposed
surfaces could be fixed at a specific distance between each other…this will not prevent the formation of Moire interference
patterns, but, they will be dependent upon the changing viewing angles of any on-looker as they move towards or around the
surfaces

Examples of Moire Interference patterns

Moire patterns can be deliberate and intended or fortuitous. We will all have experienced seeing these patterns on everyday
objects and structures. The interference patterns on CD surfaces, on TV screens and videos and on many structures that are clad
in mesh metal cladding.

Intended Moire patterns and naturally occurring Moire Patterns

It can be seen in the above images that distortion of the separated layers will create randomised patterns, again dynamically
changing as the point of view is changed.

Adaption

The ability for the visual system to adapt to varying lighting levels or brightness values – the overall range in human beings being
enormous and certainly measuring a magnitude of many millions. But, the visual system cannot cover this range instantly, but has
to ‘adapt’ to the lighting conditions that persist in the field of view. This adaption is linked to the Weber-Fechner Law and has



many limitations depending upon the adapted field brightness, the magnitude of lighting levels and whether the eye is ‘dark
adapted’ (scotopic vision) or ‘light adapted’ (photopic vision).

The Weber-Fechner law, (two laws actually, combined) relates to human perception, or more specifically, the relationship
between the actual change in magnitude of a physical stimulus and the corresponding perceived change. This relationship is
relatively constant, but not when exposed to extremes. The law also applies to other senses of sound, taste, smell and touch.

We don’t see by ‘difference’ but by some exponential ratio, and it is quite easy to ‘drown out’ part of what we are endeavouring
to perceive by increasing the stimulus magnitude of other parts of the field of view. Consider looking at a building exterior on a
bright sunny day…trying to view details of the interior of that façade though the windows is difficult if not impossible. The same
exterior viewed at night would give easy access to the interiors of the building if the ‘lights are ON’

Images demonstrating Weber-Fechner Law

This naturally occurring phenomenon has been exploited for many years by lighting designers in theatrical plays, musicals
etc….morphing one scene into another by a change in lighting levels in split scenes. We have probably all witnessed this morphing,
but not understood the reasons for the ‘magic’

It has also been used to great effect on large structures as demonstrated below on the Tower of Wind in Yokohama. How the
structure changes visually but without any changes to the structure or its fabric, with the exception to its lighting.



Putting the Vision together

So here we have two naturally occurring visual phenomenon, both eminently suited to be brought together to form a piece of
innovative and unique Community Art. All it requires is a structure to carry the various inter-related elements that can project the
phenomenon to viewers and on-lookers.

The only limitations to the vision are:

 Lack of imagination
 Lack of funds

Lack of imagination should not be a problem if the right ‘Art’ team is put together.
Lack of funds can be dealt with by looking at other sources of fund raising as well as any S.106 monies (usually of finite magnitude).
Its about gaining sufficient interest to the vision and driving a ‘must have’ attitude in those that will commission the
project…Milton Keynes  owes its very existence to this ‘must have’ attitude. It is important also to realise that the ‘vision’ could
be considered as progressive…that the dynamic lighting is added at some future date…quite easy, providing essential infra-
structure is integrated initially to provide future-proofing.

So, what sort of structure could be considered. The list is endless…any solid body shape, angular, sinuous, intertwined, free form,
modern, amorphous etc. The important aspects are that it must be robust enough to withstand interactivity…climbing, sliding,
sitting by children (and possibly adults) of all ages. It must be safe…no trapped fingers, limbs or sharp edges…this is all about
awareness and should not impose any problems to design.

A few shapes are indicated below (think shape not size!!)…these are of structures that exist or were intended but never built.


